Passing the Test
Key Verse: 1 Peter 1:6—7

My “Day” Job
Teaching college chemistry
A difficult, challenging subject for many
I expect the students to study—A LOT!
But what are the really big things students care about?

Tests!
asking lots of questions beforehand
even more hours and hours of study
working through problems
office hours or phone calls for help
no one wants to fail

What do tests for us look like?
We’re trying to live our lives as God-honoring Christ followers
Quizzes: Light and momentary trials
Tests: Significant Challenges to our faith and our walk

Covid-19
“Life” has changed dramatically in the last three months
January—stories from far away
February—stories from closer to home, some impacts
on friends/family
March—slammed!

Covid-19
Stores closed
Jobs lost
Church services cancelled
Social distancing
Risk of sickness and death
Maybe not for you, but for your loved ones

God’s People Have Always Been
Tested
Job: lost his children, wealth, and health.
Abraham and Sarah: 25 years before Isaac
Joseph: sold into slavery by his brothers then falsely
accused and imprisoned.
Moses: shepherd in the wilderness for forty years.

God’s People Have Always Been
Tested
Ruth and Naomi: lost their husbands and became destitute.
David: hid from King Saul who was seeking to kill him.
Elijah: hid from Jezebel then prayed for God to take his life.
Jeremiah: thrown into prison and into a muddy cistern.

God’s People Have Always Been
Tested
Daniel: sent into exile in Babylon and placed in a lion’s den.
Jesus: tempted by Satan in the wilderness for forty days.
Betrayed, beaten and crucified.
Peter was beaten and imprisoned.
Paul was flogged, imprisoned, shipwrecked, and stoned.

Why Do We Have to Take
Tests?
In some ways, we can’t know why.
Isaiah 55:8—9 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

Why Do We Have to Take
Tests?
Tests teach us to rely on God.

Deuteronomy 8:2—3 Remember how the Lord your God led you all
the way in the wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you
in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would
keep his commands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and
then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors
had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but
on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Why Do We Have to Take
Tests?
2 Corinthians 1:8—9 We do not want you to be
uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles we
experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great
pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we
despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt we had received the
sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely
on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead.

Why Do We Have to Take
Tests?
2 Corinthians 12:8—9 Three times I pleaded with the Lord
to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about
my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.

Why Do We Have to Take
Tests?
Our proven faith glorifies God
1 Peter 1:6—7 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for
a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of
trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of
your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even
though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

How Do We Make it Through?
By God’s Promised Abundant Grace
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares
the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope.

God’s Promised Abundant Grace
Isaiah 43:2 When you pass through the waters, I will be
with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm
you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
Isaiah 26:3 You will keep in perfect peace those whose
minds are steadfast, because they trust in you.

So How Do We Get an “A” on the Test?
Proverbs 3:5—6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit
to him, and he will make your paths straight.
Luke 12:32 Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has
been pleased to give you the kingdom.

So How Do We Get an “A” on the Test?
Matthew 6:31—34 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For
the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them. But seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day
has enough trouble of its own.

So How Do We Get an “A” on the Test?
Romans 15:1—2, (The Message) Those of us who are strong
and able in the faith need to step in and lend a hand to
those who falter, and not just do what is most convenient
for us. Strength is for service, not status. Each one of us
needs to look after the good of the people around us, asking
ourselves, “How can I help?”

Practical Ideas
--Send an encouraging note or card
--Text a verse to someone
--Call folks to check up on and encourage
--Pray together, even over the phone
--Take a walk in your neighborhood and pick up litter
--Offer to pick up groceries for a neighbor
--Offer to make a meal for a health-care worker you know

Practical Ideas
--Give financial help to those who’ve lost their jobs
--Don’t panic buy or hoard
--Donate blood if you can
--Be kind and smile
--Support local businesses (take-out for example)
--Play a game using facetime
--Have kids draw, write, or color to give to an elderly neighbor

--Post a happy sign in your yard or window
--Come up with your own creative ideas!

Bonus Points!!
Matthew 5:14—16 “You are the light of the world. A town
built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before others, that they may
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

